
Witness Intervention 

Please consult with people around you or answer on your own WITHOUT DOING ANY RESEARCH or 
overthinking your answers. I want to know your honest thoughts. We will talk about the real psychology 
behind these questions/topics tomorrow. Right now, give it some honest thought and discuss with the 
people around you to come up with some ideas together. 

 

I like to think that everyone in this room is a good person who genuinely cares about others. I really do. 
But there are plenty of times where evidence contradicts this theory. 

 

At the beginning of the class I presented you with some scenarios where someone might need some 
help. Are you the kind of person who would rush to someone’s rescue? Do you think that other people 
are? Your answers might reveal that. 

 

Now, though, I want you to think about these types of situations and come up with responses to the 
following questions: 

 

1) Do you agree with me that people, for the most part, are genuinely good and want to help 
others? Why/why not? 
 

2) Do you think that people are able and willing to help others as much as they should? Why/why 
not? 
 

3) In what kinds of situations are people MORE likely to get involved and why? 

 

4) In what kinds of situations are people LESS likely to get involved and why? 

 

5) What types of factors go into your decision when you’re placed in a situation where it seems like 
someone might need help and you have to choose to get involved or not? 

 

6) Do you think that certain people are more likely to help others? (eg: adults vs. teens, girls vs. 
boys, popular kids vs. outsiders, etc.)  

 

7) Do you think that certain groups/types of people are more likely to RECEIVE help than others? 
(eg: are people more willing to help adults or teens, girls or boys, popular kids or outsiders, etc.)  
 


